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Cultivate a shared vision in the Sacramento 
Valley for a vibrant way of life



Water Supply Outlook for 2026





Groundwater Levels



Safe drinking water for 3 
million people
2 million acres of farmland
7 National Wildlife Refuges 
and 50 State Wildlife Areas
Improve conditions for 4 runs 
of salmon
Hydropower
Recreation

Regional Vision 



Priorities for 2026
Water Supply Outlook - Operations
Approved Healthy Rivers and Landscapes Program
Complete Sites Reservoir Permitting
Prepare for Future Dry Years
• Re-managed Flow Foundation
• Bay Delta, TUCP
• Work with State Water Board on Water Rights Administration
Unify the CVP Water Suppliers
Advance Floodplain Forward
Improve Groundwater Recharge



How do we align the regulatory framework in 
California with modern water management? 



State Water Resources Control Board Public Hearing 
Phase 2 of the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan Update

January 28, 2026
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21st Century 
Water 

Infrastructure



Prepare for Future Dry Years

$1.3 billion in lost economic value added
14,300 lost jobs
$732 million in lost labor income
Supply chains are devastated

Daniel A. Sumner and William A. Matthews,
Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics,

University of California, Davis, July 2022













Sustainable Groundwater Management
in the Sacramento Valley

PATHWAY FOR THE FUTURE:



Ensure safe drinking water for communities
Advance groundwater recharge opportunities
Protect our water and community infrastructure: 
taking action to prevent subsidence
Better understand and manage surface water and 
groundwater interaction
Coordinate well permitting across region 
Align state and federal priorities with local
and regional needs

Looking to the Future:
Implementation



New State Administration in 2027
Proposition 50 Realignment for Congress

Political Dynamic



Partnerships





Rice Footprint
A comprehensive effort to 
answer how many acres of rice 
and where, to continue to 
provide all the needed habitat 
for the Pacific Flyway, rearing 
and food resources for juvenile 
salmon and support our rural 
communities.



Stories of the Sacramento Valley
Award-winning films explore how reconnecting our landscape with our vital rivers can have a 
profound impact on recovery of endangered fish and wildlife.



Floodplain Reconnected Videos
Award-winning films explore how reconnecting our landscape with our vital rivers can have 
a profound impact on recovery of endangered fish and wildlife.



Please join us for the 
Northern California Water Association’s Annual Meeting

March 6, 2026



Cultivate a shared vision in the Sacramento 
Valley for a vibrant way of life
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