
Natomas Mutual Water Company
February 6, 2025



Cultivate a shared vision in the Sacramento 
Valley for a vibrant way of life



Vitalizing Healthy Rivers, 
Landscapes & Communities 
in the Sacramento Valley



Overall Objectives for 2025
Ensure the human right to water for local communities
Implement holistic, nature-based solutions that restore ecological 
functions and support multi-benefit water management
Prepare for and adapt to extreme weather, which requires saving 
excess water whenever possible 
Stability to the water arena



How do we align the regulatory framework in 
California with modern water management? 



Functional Rivers, Landscapes and Communities 
Depends upon a Modern Regulatory Framework
For a functional Sacramento River Basin, these regulatory structures need to be realigned 
with the values being advanced as part of vitalizing healthy rivers, landscapes and our 
communities, including: 

Effectively Administer the Water Rights Priority System

Healthy Rivers and Landscapes Program

Stabilize Biological Opinions - Drought Protection Program (Sacramento River) 

A Pathway for Sustainable Groundwater Management

Complete New Backbone Infrastructure in a Timely Manner 

Improving Regional Water Quality - the Irrigated Lands Program and CV-Salts  

Accelerating Restoration 

Conservation as a Way of Life

FERC Relicensing

Streamline Water Transfers





Collaborative 
Alternative 
Approach

Environmental 
Flows & 
Habitat 

Governance 
Science & Adaptive 
Mgmt

Multiple 
Funding 
Sources

Up to 250,000 acre-feet of 
water from the Sacramento 

Valley in middle water years 
and more than 45,000 acres of 

habitat/food production

Provides regulatory 
certainty and water 

supply reliability 

Multiple State, Federal, 
Water Agencies, Tribes, 

and NGOs
Nearly $3 billion from 
State, Federal, and 
Public Water Agencies 

Healthy 
Rivers and

Landscapes

A Modern Watershed Approach for the Bay Delta 
Water Quality Control Plan 



 Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes:
Adapting to our Climate Reality by Strengthening California’s Rivers,

Landscapes, Communities and Farms 



Drought Protection Program (DPP)

The Updated Biological Opinions and 
Long Term Operations of the Central Valley Project



Goals of the Drought Protection Program (DPP): 

A series of investments that will lead to improved surface 
water reliability in future years to benefit our farms, 

communities, economy and environment. 
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18% supply to farms, wildlife refuges, cities 
370,000 acres fallowed
$1.3 billion hit to regional economy
Bird and snake habitat impacted
Lowest salmon survival rates in decades

Avoid Devastating 
Impacts of 2022
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Drought Protection Program
SRSC contract supply reduced by up to 500,000 acre-feet 
total during years DPP water supply action is triggered. 
50% contract supply to be furnished on pattern needed 
by SRSC historical frequency of occurrence: 7 years 
in 100-year record
Existing contract remains in place
SRSC receive at least 50% of contract supply
SRSC to receive infrastructure funding to replace/mitigate 
for reductions related to DPP actions
SRSC will coordinate diversions to maximize efficiency 





Changing the Dynamic for the Next Decade



North State 
Drinking Water 
Solutions Network
Connecting the state’s policy tools and 
financial resources with local communities 
and water managers’ knowledge and 
expertise with the goal of ensuring access 
to safe drinking water for all communities.







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At the core it is all about collaboration. None of this gets done if we don’t come together. We have nearly 30 organizations and agencies signed on to the Floodplain Forward Coalition, all with the purpose to…




Sustainable Groundwater Management
in the Sacramento Valley

PATHWAY FOR THE FUTURE:



Ensure safe drinking water for communities
Advance groundwater recharge opportunities
Protect our water and community infrastructure: 
taking action to prevent subsidence
Better understand and manage surface water and 
groundwater interaction
Coordinate well permitting across region 
Align state and federal priorities with local
and regional needs

Sustainable Groundwater Management: 
Looking to the Future



21st Century 
Water 

Infrastructure



.

Revisit Carryover Storage in California





Partnerships



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When allowed to flow unimpeded by man-made structures. The natural floodplains expanded several hundred miles across the valley floor. 




A Valley In Harmony



Stories of the Sacramento Valley





Floodplain Reconnected Videos
Award-winning films explore how reconnecting our landscape with our vital rivers can have 
a profound impact on recovery of endangered fish and wildlife.



Please join us for the 
Northern California Water Association’s Annual Meeting

March 7, 2025



#SourcingOurSustainableFuture:
The Sacramento Valley is sourcing our sustainable future through responsible 

management of the essential resource that millions of birds, hundreds of 
thousands of fish, thousands of farms and millions of people all rely on--water.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Overall Objectives for 2025
	Slide Number 5
	Functional Rivers, Landscapes and Communities Depends upon a Modern Regulatory Framework��For a functional Sacramento River Basin, these regulatory structures need to be realigned with the values being advanced as part of vitalizing healthy rivers, landscapes and our communities, including: 
	Slide Number 7
	Healthy Rivers and�Landscapes
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	�
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	21st Century Water Infrastructure
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	A Valley In Harmony
	Stories of the Sacramento Valley
	Slide Number 29
	Floodplain Reconnected Videos
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32

