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The Sacramento Valley Mosaic 
A truly unique and exceptional place



Cultivate a shared vision in the Sacramento 
Valley for a vibrant way of life



Governor’s Priorities in Water
Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and 
Landscapes
Sites Reservoir
Delta Conveyance Project
Groundwater Recharge



• Last update was 2006

• Required to balance 
beneficial uses

The State Water Board 
is required to 
periodically update the 
Bay-Delta Water Quality 
Control Plan (WQCP)

State Water Board Update to the
Water Quality Control Plan

State Water Board staff 
have proposed 3 
phases for updates

• Phase 1: San Joaquin 
River (complete Dec 
2018)

• Phase 2: Sacramento 
River & Delta

• Phase 3: Assignment 
of responsibilities for 
Phases 1 & 2

State Water Board staff 
have proposed a plan 
with an ‘unimpaired 
flow approach’
• Flow only; no habitat or 

adaptive management

• Estimated 2M acre-feet of 
water cost to cities and 
farms

• Adjudication of the entire 
basin; could take 10-20 
years to resolve



Collaborative 
Alternative 
Approach

Environmental 
Flows & 
Habitat 

Governance 
Science & 
Adaptive Mgmt

Multiple 
Funding 
Sources

Up to 825,000 acre-feet 
of water and more than 
45,000 acres of 
habitat/food 
production

Provides 
regulatory 

certainty and 
water supply 

reliability 

Multiple State, 
Federal, Water 

Agencies, Tribes, 
and NGOs

Nearly $3 billion 
from State, Federal, 
and Public Water 
Agencies 

Healthy 
Rivers and

Landscapes

A Modern Watershed Wide Approach



Summary – Bay-Delta Plan Update
The Agreements to Support Healthy Rivers and Landscapes 
is the best alternative for meeting the policy, technical and 
legal objectives for the Delta Plan update.

The Healthy Rivers and Landscapes alternative provides more 
benefits and fewer impacts than the SWRCB 55% Unimpaired Flow 
Approach.

The Healthy Rivers and Landscape approach is the culmination of 
more than 5 years of collaboration among the California Natural 
Resources Agency, the California Environmental Protection Agency, 
public water agencies throughout California and other stakeholders 
and reflects input based on the best available science from 
numerous aquatic ecosystem and species experts, which resulted in 
a modern approach to protecting all beneficial uses of water in the 
Bay-Delta watershed.

The unimpaired flow (UIF) alternatives at the core of the Draft Staff 
Report, if implemented, would have significant negative impacts 
throughout California.



21st Century Water Infrastructure



Sustainable Groundwater 
Management



Other State Issues
Water Rights Legislation
SGMA
Water/Climate Bond



Water Rights: Modernizing California’s 
Water Management System



Federal Issues
Biological Opinions
Fish Screens
Floodplain Reactivation



Biological Opinions 
Long-Term Operations for the CVP and SWP



Looking to the Future……





A Functional Sacramento Valley Depends 
on Healthy Rivers, Landscapes and Communities 





















North State Drinking Water
Solutions Network

The Network connects the state’s 
policy tools and financial 
resources with local communities 
and water managers’ knowledge 
and expertise with the goal of 
ensuring access to safe drinking 
water for all communities.



Three Ingredients to a Bountiful Life
Marrying Land, Sunlight and Water



The Modern Water System



A Functional Sacramento Valley Depends 
on Healthy Rivers, Landscapes and Communities 



Divider
ON THE
SILVER 
SCREEN

No Going Back
The New 

Way Forward

No Going Back
Central Valley
Joint Venture





SRSC – Good for California 



SRSC – A Proven Record



SRSC – A Solid Foundation





Please join us for the
 Northern California Water Association’s

 Annual Meeting

March 8, 2024



#SourcingOurSustainableFuture:
The Sacramento Valley is sourcing our sustainable future 

through responsible management of the essential resource 
that millions of birds, hundreds of thousands of fish, thousands 

of farms and millions of people all rely on--water.
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